
 

 
 

CAVC BAR ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the September 18, 2013 Annual Meeting 

 
On September 18, 2013, the Membership of the Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims Bar Association held its Annual Meeting at the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims, 625 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.. The meeting was 
called to order by President James Ridgway. 
 
1. The Agenda for the meeting, the Treasurer’s Report, and the Minutes of the 

September 27, 2012 annual meeting were distributed.  The minutes were 
approved by unanimous vote. 
 

2. The election results for the 2013-2014 membership year were announced by 
outgoing president James Ridgway.  The following persons were elected: 
 
Aniela Szymanski – President Elect 
Virginia A. Girard-Brady – Secretary 
Mark Vichich – Treasurer 
Board of Governors – David Boelzner, Courtney McCrae, Lauren Kologe, Tara 
Reynolds, Thomas Sullivan, Victoria Moshiashwili, Zachary Stolz, Patrick 
Berkshire and Mathew Tenner. 

 
3. Outgoing President James Ridgway presented a summary of the events of the 

2012-2013 year.  He commended Thomas Sullivan’s efforts to clean up the 
constitution and by-laws, noted that the organization had presented more law 
school introduction programs at law schools around the country than ever before 
and stated that the National Veterans Law Moot Court Competition (NVLMCC) 
had been extremely successful with more teams participating than ever before. 
James extended his appreciation to both the Court and John Gaffney at George 
Washington University School of Law for their contributions to a successful 
event.  James also acknowledged improvements to the manner in which the Bar 
Association is able to communicate with existing members and recruit new 
members, as well as ways in which both the website and the Veterans Law 
Journal were enhanced. 
 

4. Incoming President Bradley Hennings recognized outgoing officers and members 
of the Board of Governors, including Amy Odom, Glenn Bergmann, Gayle 
Strommen, Nicole Klausen and Virginia Carron.  He presented an award to 
James Ridgway as outgoing President, and thanked the former presidents, five 
of whom were present at the meeting, for their past work for the Association.  
Brad discussed plans for the coming year, including the presentation of a future 



Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Conference to be held in the spring or 
summer of 2014. 
 

5. Outgoing Treasurer Amy Odom provided the report of the finances of the 
Association, including sources of revenue and expenses, and a snapshot of the 
Association’s accounts as of October 1, 2013.  Amy noted that the Association 
receives revenue from membership fees, the NVLMCC registration fees and CLE 
programs.  Expenses included Association programs, receptions, happy hours, 
website maintenance, administrative expenses and law school outreach. 
 

6. Chief Judge Bruce E. Kasold spoke on the State of the Court as well as current 
and future trends.  Chief Judge Kasold noted that the Court had nine active 
judges, and that former Chief Judge William P. Greene, as well as former Chief 
Judge Kenneth G. Kramer continued to serve as senior judges.  The number of 
court filings and decisions were down during the past year compared to prior 
years.  Chief Judge Kasold stated that it took an average of 30 days for cases to 
make it into chambers and an average of 90 days for a decision to be issued.  
Chief Judge Kasold indicated that the Court could expect a future wave of 
appeals which was anticipated by increasing the number of active judges to nine 
through temporary legislation. However, the number of active judges will return to 
seven in three and half years if legislation does not become permanent.  Chief 
Judge Kasold noted the need for a new courthouse and further commended the 
Association and George Washington University School of Law on the success of 
the NVLMCC.   
 

7. There was no new business. 
 

8. Adjournment.  There was a motion to adjourn and the meeting was adjourned at 
3:38 PM ET. 
 

 
 
  
 


